






SECTION 4: EDUCATION 

A) All Public Post-secondary institutions and proprietary schools within 
the State of Louisiana that are licensed by the Louisiana 80ard of 
Regents shall continue to be allowed to substitute in-person clinical and 
classroom instruction with online and lab simulations for enrolled 
students for the duration ofthe declared emergency. 

B) Relative to the initial eligibility requirements for a Taylor Opportunity 
Program for Students Award, for students residing in parishes that have 
been designated a major disaster affected parish by FEMA due to the 
impact of Hurricane Laura (Proclamation Number 108 JBE 2020), the 
following requirements shall continue to be suspended: 

I) The requirement that students must live in Louisiana and 
complete their last four (4) semesters at a Louisiana high 
school or that their parents must reside in Louisiana for the 24 
months preceding high school graduation, as set forth in La. 
R.S. 17:5023. 

2) The requirement that a student score a minimum of 23 on the 
ACT to receive the Opportunity Award if they graduate from 
an out of state high school, as set forth in La. R.S. 5029 (8)(3). 

3) The home study requirements set forth in La. R.S. 
17:5029(B)(I )(b )(i). 

C) Relative to the continuing eligibility requirements for a Taylor 
Opportunity Program for Students Award, for students residing in 
parishes, or are attending an institution of higher education located 
within a parish, that have been designated a major disaster affected 
parish by FEMA due to the impact of Hurricane Laura (Proclamation 
Number 108 JBE 2020), the following requirements shall continue to 
be suspended: 

I) The steady academic progress requirements imposed by La. 
R.S. 17:5041 and 17:5042. 

2) The minimum grade point average requirements imposed by 
La. R.S. 17:5041 and 17:5042. 

3) The deadlines imposed by La. R.S. 17:5041 or La. R.S. 
17:5042 requiring that a student whose award is suspended for 
failure to meet the grade point average requirements must 
bring their grade point average up to that required in the 
applicable statute within a specific time period. 

4) The requirement that one semester of TOPS eligibility be 
reduced for each semester attended full time at an out of state 
institution, as set forth in La. R.S. 17:5043. 

D) Relative to the initial eligibility requirements for a Taylor Opportunity 
Program for Students Award for high school graduates of 2020 who 
reside in parishes that have been designated a major disaster affected 
parish by FEMA due to the impacts of Hurricane Laura (Proclamation 
Number 108 J8E 2020), and for high school graduates of2020 whose 
ACT or SAT testing site was closed to mitigate the spread ofCOVID-
19, the deadline for achievement of a qualifying score on the ACT or 
SAT set forth in 17:5103(8)(I)(a) shall continue to be waived. 
Students are encouraged to take the ACT no later than December 31, 
2020. 



SECTION 5: UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

A) For the purpose of this Proclamation, "disaster-related claims" shall 
mean claims for unemployment compensation filed by persons whose 
unemployment is directly due to the effects of flooding or due to their 
inability to get to their job or worksite because they cannot travel 
through a disaster parish, as determined by the administrator of the 
state's unemployment compensation program, i.e. the Secretary of the 
Louisiana Workforce Commission. Disaster-related claims will not 
necessarily include all claims in all parishes included in the flooding 
disaster proclamations, declarations or orders. 

B) Suspensions of the following statutes relative to unemployment 
insurance, to the extent and in the manner described below, are hereby 
continued: 

I) La. R.S. 23: 1533, which provides for claimants' benefits to be 
charged against base period employers for purposes of 
employers' tax experience ratings and the protesting of such 
charges by employers, shall be suspended for disaster-related 
claims made during the effective period of this Proclamation. 

2) La. R.S. 23: 1552, which provides for the charging of 
claimants' benefits to certain employers, shall be suspended 
for disaster-related claims made during the effective period of 
this Proclamation. 

3) La. R.S. 23:1541, which provides for notice of benefits 
charged against employer's experience rating record, is 
extended only to the extent that it requires the administrator 
to render quarterly statements to each employer of benefits 
paid each individual and charged to his experience rating 
record. The benefits paid to persons whose unemployment 
resulted from the impact of disaster-related claims will not be 
charged against the employer's account. To send out notices 
as traditionally done is likely to cause confusion since such 
notices include benefit charges by all former employees, 
including those whose benefit will be charged against the 
social charge account. 

4) La. R.S. 23:1600(2) and (3) shall be suspended while this 
Proclamation is in effect for disaster-related claims to the 
extent that they require claimants to register and search for 
work. The requirements in La. R.S. 23: 1600(2) that 
claimants continue to report in the manner prescribed by the 
Secretary, and in La. R.S. 23: 1600(3) that claimants be able 
to work and be available for work, are not waived. The 
requirement to continue to report, which is accomplished 
through either an automated telephone system or the 
Internet, is not impractical and avoids overpayments, which 
claimants would be liable to repay. 

5) The provisions of this Section shall continue to be effective 
upon signature for those parishes covered by the Major 
Presidential Declaration dated August 22, 2020, and for those 
parishes covered by any subsequent expansion of the August 
21, 2020 Declaration. 

SECTION 6: TAX ASSESSMENT DEADLINES 

A) For the impacted parishes ofCalcasieu, Cameron, and Beauregard, the 
deadline for tax assessors to complete and file the tax roll of his or her 



parish found in La. R.S. 47:1993(0)(1) and the deadline for tax 
assessors to deliver to the appropriate tax collector the tax roll for the 
year 2020 found in La. R.S. 47:2126 are suspended until January 8, 
2021. Additionally, the deadline found in La. R.S. 47:2127(A) for ad 
valorem tax payments in these parishes shall also be suspended for 
sixty calendar days from December 31, 2020 to March 2, 2021. As 
such, ad valorem tax payments must be made no later than March 2, 
2021, without penalty, and interest shall not begin accruing on unpaid 
ad valorem taxes until March 3, 2021, pursuant to La. R.S. 47:2127(B) 
by its existing terminology. 

B) For the impacted parishes ofCalcasieu, Cameron, and Beauregard, the 
deadlinefound in La. R.S. 47:21 53(A)(1 )(a) for the mailing ofa notice 
of delinquency by the tax collectors shall be suspended until April 5, 
2021; and the deadline found in La. R.S. 47:2153(A)(2)(a) for the tax 
collectors to search the mortgage and conveyance records of tax sale 
eligible properties for the purpose of identifying tax sale parties shall 
be suspended to May 3, 2021. 

SECTION 7: All departments, commissions, boards, agencies, and officers of the State, or any 
political subdivision thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate in actions 
the State may take in response to the effects of this severe weather event. 

SECTION 8: This order is effective upon signature and shall remain in effect from Monday, 
January 18,2021 to Tuesday, February 16,2021, unless terminated sooner. 

ATTEST BY THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Louisiana in the City of Baton Rouge, on this 15th 

day of January, 2021. 


